Introduction
Madang District is situated on the northeastern mainland coast of Papua New Guinea. Its dominant geographical feature is an extensive, unusual lagoon system north of its capital, Madang. The fish fauna of the district has been studied for about 100 years. It has recently been estimated to harbour approximately 800 fish species (Allen & Erdmann, 2012) .
The present paper is an outcome of the PAPUA NIUGINI Expedition, which surveyed the marine fauna and flora of Madang distrinct, Papua New Guinea between October 24 and December 26, 2012. The fish fauna of Madang Lagoon was examined from 25 Oct. 2012-08 Nov. 2012, mainly by visual and photographic census, supplemented by a few small collecting stations throughout the expedition, but specifically during first leg (named CORAL TRIANGLE 1, 25 Oct. 2012 -08 Nov. 2012 ) on board the R/V Alis. An additional, larger segment of the deep-sea fishes collected during legs 4-5 of the expedition and previous one (BIOPAPUA Cruise; see Pante et al., 2012) is still under examination; it could not be exclusively included in the present checklist.
In order to document the results of the expedition, as well as materials described in the literature and/or contained in scientific collections (valuable collections of fishes from Madang are deposited at AMS, ASIZ, BPBM, CAS, MNHN, NTUM, ROM, SMF, USNM, and WAM), a checklist of the marine and estuarine fishes of Madang District is provided in the present paper. We are grateful to S. Petri (SMNS) and the inter-library loan teams of the Württembergische Landesbibliothek (Stuttgart) and the Universitätsbibliothek Würzburg, who supported this study over the years facilitating numerous inter-library loans of scientific literature.
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